Cars \ Road tests

Opulent opponents

vaMW X5 outpaces the Range Rover Sport to top the quury class

BMW’S X5 and Land Rover s Range Rover

e roominess, versatility, and all-
,dflve practicality of an SUV. They
~ hayve many of the latest comfort, conve-
nience, and safety features. And both can

arty up to seven people, although the op-
tional third-row seat in each is very snug
and best sulted for kids.

It's what you feel from behind the steer-
mg wheel, however, that really defines their

distinct personalities.
~ Thecurrent X5 has evolved into a luxurious

vehicle that’s more refined and easier to live

with. It has a more comfortable ride and a

super-quiet cabin. And it provides impressive

firel economy of 21 mpg overall, which makes
it among the most efficient vehicles in its

class. All of those qualities helped it earn a

road-test score of 84, which places it securely

at the top of its well-to-do peers.
The Range Rover Sportisa smaller more
spirited, and less expensive vehicle than the
familiar Range Rover (see page 55). And it
hasa sportler demeanor than the X5, with
- faster responses, quicker acceleration; and
surprisingly agile cornering. Yes, that may
seem counterintuitive to those familiar with
these brands. But the flip side to this sporty
attitude is a stiff ride and a loud exhaust

_ bark that can seem a bit over the top. In ad-
dition, the electronic controls are fussy and
- complicated, and the gas mileage of 18 mpg
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overall is nothmg spe L for this class.
Another trade-off: The standard summer
rformance tires help the: Sport h

g on pavement, but as we found dur.

_ themany storms last winter, the

useless in snowy conditions. Swapping tires

for the winter will be mandatory in snow

Range Rover Sport

country, which justisn’t right for an all-

wheel-drive SUV, L
Both of these redesigned models are too

new for us to have reliability dat:

ability of the previous X5 has been average,

- wedon’t have sufficient dataon the prev1ous
: Range Rover Sport .
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Mercedes-Benz GL350 BlueTec

r Range Rover Sport are

- too new for uis to have relrabmty data. The Mercedes—Benz GL350 rated poorin emergency handling.
We have insufficient reliability data for the Land Rover Range Rover and the Toyota Land CrLuser

TheVolvo XC90 scored too low in our tests.




